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Book Review: Rune Skarstein’s
«Development Theory.
A guide to some unfashionable perspectives»

by
George Sotirchos

Writing abour Development Theory at the end of the 90’s decate looks
like not only unfashionable but it looks like scientifically anachronistic, since
because of the stagnation of the contemporary capitalistic economies and of
the enormous economic problems of the so-called ‘ex-socialistic economies”,
but in fact ex-postcapitalistic transitional economies the economic develop-
ment is a non-observable and because of that a non-measurable, economic
phenomenon. Consequently, it is beyond the scope of any positivistic science.

Because of that the dominating positivistic perception of economic science
would reject in advance every discussion on this subject and would deliver the
above book to the eternal dust of the shelves in economic libraries, if ever this
book come there, although I wish the opposite. Fortunately economic science
is still in a pre-scientific, according to Kuhn, stage so except the dominating
‘normal’ science there are also non-dominating theories which by the way do
not deprive of the people who adopt them the membership of the scientific
community, but they are classified them as heretics of the prevailing theories or
opposers of the dominating theories.

Rune Skarstein obviously does not belong to the scientists that carefully
reproduce everything that the dominating theory has to say about economic
development. Besides this one does not have much to say, given the fact that its
research programm that was established by Walras, and it was the proof of the
existence and stability of competitive equilibrium was completed for barter
economies only just a few years ago.

Rune Skarstein’s book obtains its usefulness, since it slips away from the
cliché of the subjective theory and gives us the opportunity to re-evaluate the
roots of economic theory and the development process of our science.

It is not accidental that begins with marxian views on capitalism’s
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evolution that we find in Marx’s writtings from 1948 at Communist Manifesto to
Grudrisse of 1957/58 and to 1 Volume of Capital published in 1967.

As he continuous Skarstein gives us an account of Lenin’s views as they
were expressed at the specific example of the development of capitalism in
Russia and his theory of imperialism and world economy. That what
differentiates the marxian and marxist analysis from the other theories,
dominating or not, that Skarstein presents in his book, is the analysis of social
evolution and development as an analysis of successive forms of social
organization of production. Skarstein makes it very clear and this allows us to
overlook as secondary his weakness in describing the Asian mode of
production, which is important for the marxist analysis of the modes of
production.

The description of the views of the neoclassical school that follows is not
being limited to the quotation of the technical relations between production
factors, as it is in the expositions of growth theory written by neoclassics, but
pays attention at the criticism of the presuppositions of the neoclassical theo-
ries of growth. Presuppositions that contradict the empirical research (p. 23).

In the following chapters Skarstein develops the views of Prebish and of
the so-called Dependency School as a direct opposition to Prebish’s thesis. In
the text is proved not only the limited views of the Prebish’s model that uses
Harrod’s foreign trade multiplier but of the dependency school too that uses
the so-called ‘surplus transfer’ to describe the causes of underdevelopment.
Also, subject for a special criticism becomes the particularly non-realistic view
of the dependency school that capitalistic periphery is characterised of pre-
capitalistic modes of production and mainly the fendal mode of production.

The theory of dual development has a significant place in Skarstein’s book
for the reason that examines the relations between countries of periphery and
how these relations are mediated from the relations between the traditional
non-capitalistic sector and the capitalistic sector of every country. In particular
Lewis examines, as the main representative of the dual development theory,
the effects of the non-capitalistic sector to the labour supply by means of the
wage commodities supply, produced exclusively by the non-capitalistic sector,
for the whole economy.

Finally, Skarstein examines the very important role of the effective
demand and the determining factors of the agricultural surplus, a disputive and
controversial notion, at the development of the underdeveloped countries.



RUNE SKARSTEIN’S “DEVELOPMENT THEORY” 165

The present book of Skarstein summarize critically the various and
opposing theories of economic growth and/or development. It is especially
important and extremly interesting the fact that the influence of classics and of
Marx, whose views are being described in the first chapters of the book, is
obvious and evident through the whole book that does not seem to be, as the
usual expositions of growth theory, a simple quotation of mathematical models
of growth with tracks of discussion of the (mathematical) conclusions at the
end of every chapter. The reasons above are the reasons why everyone who is
seriously interested in Development Theory should study carefully this book.



BUQZH EUMKATPAHIATA

Me amoAuTn OIOAEKTIK) EAELBE-
pia Kal Xwpi¢ evdolaopoL amEvavTl
otou¢ apolBaiovg poAouC Kal TO
adlopata, €vag  TpiykKImag NG
PwpaiokaoBoAIkn¢ EkkAnoiag Kal
evag  AOTKOC, ULTO-
dElypa LPNANC KOLA-
T00pOC,  AVTITOPA-
BAaAAovTal TIAVW OTIC
BEPEAMIWTIKEC  O&igC
-ONEC  OXEOOV  yIa
emoavabeperinnon-
TOLU OUYXPOVOU QV-
Bpwmov.

Téooepa BEpata
MAVW OTIC KPIOIUEC
Ap@IBOAIES TOU
TEAOULC TNG XIAIETIOC:
N véa Kol olyxpovn
«ATIOKOALYIN»  TOU
AVO XIAIAOEC, amo TN
AOKI) TIPOOTITIKI) KOl aTO TNV €KKAN-
Ol00TIKN)- TO gUVOPO TN AVBPWTIVNG
(WNAC Katd tn BeoA0YIKN) TOpadoan- 0
KOIVOC voug, N B€0AOYIKI) TIPOKANGT),
ol KoBoplopoi Kol TEPIOPICHOI TIov
EXOUV EMIPANBEL OTIC YuvaikeC- Kal
TEAELTOIO EMITEAOUC N TTHOTN.

Mmépdepa nBIKAC yia TO AdIKO
Kol MeydAn Xdpn yila tov TIoTo, N

JuvoulAia

¢ iih

pe tov Carlo Maria Martini

Mukru.

mioTn onw¢ €ival (] Omwg dev ivat)
Y1’ OUTOV TIOU TIIOTEVEL TTWC TNV EXEL,
Y1’ autdv Tou dev TN Bpiokel otn Bpn-
OKeia, yI’ outov mou TNV avalntdel
0TO TPOOWTIO TOU GAAOU, Y1 OUTOV
mou dev mioTevEl (1)
MIOTEVEL  OTL  OgV
TIOTEVEL).

2ToV  Emimovo
d10A0y0 PETAEL TOU
‘Eko kat tov Map-
Tivi mpoaTiBevtal ol
QWVEC MIAC TIOIKI-
ANg xopwodiag -me -
piepya  OpPOVIKAC
TOU TNV ATMOTEAOLV
0 Epavouéle Zefe-
pivo, 0o MavAlo
2YKOAQuTpPO, 0 E-
OUTZEVIO ZKAAQOpL,
o Tvtpo Movto-
VEAL, 0 Bittoplo ®oa, o KAaoluvTio
MopTéEML. Kol gg OAOUG «amovTo»
KOl TAAL, OTnv Tpitn mopéuPaon
autol TOU ETMIMOVOU KOl CLVAMO
KoBnouxaoTikov [BiBAiov, o Kapdi-
VOAL0C ToL MIAGvou, otnv TpoXId Tou
JIATTOVTO TNE ATPOKAAUTITNG AVTITO-
pabeong péoa amo TIC OEAIOEC TOU
MEPI0OIKOU «AIUTIEPOA.
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I I TOPOOEIYUOTIKN TopEia piag amnd TI¢ TPWTEC TUXOOIWKTIPIEC TNC
L/ 1* 1éxvng. Mo yONTEUTIKI) 10TOPIKI) VWTOypa@ia €UMVELCUEVN OTO
TNV LTIEPOXN TaIvia TN AVIEC MEPAE.
Pwun, 1610. Mia KOTEAN OEKAETITA ETWV QPEVYEL ATIO TO PoOvaACTNPL, Yive-
Tal {wypa@oc, OMOTUTIWVEL TNV OVOPWTIVN YUUVOTNTA... 2TV ENOXA TOU UTaA-
POK Ba umopolaoe va OVEIPEVTEL TIO TPEAN @IA0do&ia; H ApTepiola, KOpn tou
Opdtolo TlevtiAéol, pabnty touv Kapafatdio, emipével. H Akadnuia, ol
AVIPEC-MOVTEAD TIAPAPEVOUV OTIOYOPEVHEVN LTIOBEDN Y1 aUTHY. Oa {wypai-
0€l KpLUQd, ouvdualovtag T omouvdy TNC avVATOUIOC PE TNV OVOKAALYI TOU
KOOMOU TWV a1oBRoewy Kol TN¢ odpkog. QOTmou ouvavtd ToV KAAAITEXVN
AYKO0OTIVO TAolL, TOTO OKOTEIVO KOl OKOAOGOTO, TIOL RPpBe amd T PAwpEvTia va
OUVEPYOOTEL PE TOV OPATOIO OE VWOTIOYPOPieC BPNOKEVTIKOU TEPIEXOUEVOU.
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To BipAio autd tou M. Scott Peck ava@épetal, TEPIOCOTEPO ATO OTOI00N-
TOTE TIPONYOUUEVO TOU, OTNV TPOCWTIKN Tou (wH, &vw TApAAAnAa Bonbdcl
TOUC AVOYVWOTEC VO OVOKAOADYPOULV OANBEIEC VIO TOV €0UTO TOUC, TN {WN TOUG
KO TNV €VPUTEPN KOIVWVIa TTOL TOUC TEPIBAAAEL.

Emigavelokd, autd 1o BipAio ival n 1otopia Tou Ta&1d100 TWV TPIWV £BJ0-
HAdwVY Tou Ap. Mek pe ™ a0LYS Tou AL OTIC OpXOieC HEYAAIBIKEG TTETPEC TNC
> Kotiag Kat ¢ OuaAiag, o1 omoiec Toug Eytvav Eupovn 1d€a. Ouwe, n avadln-
TNon oUTwv Twv PeYoAiBwy cival kal pio avadtnon yia mm Aoyikf Kal 10
MUOTHPIO0, KOl TEAIKA 1 amOKAALYN TOL TPOOKUVAUATOC NG id1a¢ TN Lwnt.

KdaBe pépa tou Ta&1d1o0 o Ap. Mek cu{nNTAEL PO OXETIKI) TTUXA TN avOpw-
mvNG €UMELPIag -yoveig, 1EpOTNTa, TEXVI, YIO VO OVOUAOOUUE HEPIKEC- Kl
guei¢ Ta&ldevovpe padi Tou o€ pIa TEPITETELN TOU TIVEDUATOC, TPOCTIABWVTOC

VO KOTOVONOOUUE TO TA&idl TNC {wNC MECO OO OAEC TIC TIEPITAOKATNTEC KOl TO
MUOTIKA TNG.®
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