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To moAMTIKO dloKOBevpa TNC ""eveNigiag' atnv Evpwn

H €vvola g eveAi§iag BpioKeTal 0TO EMIKEVTPO TWV TOAITIKO-OIKOVOUIKWOV OTPATNYIKWOV
TNC EKMvEOLOAC dEKOETIaC. H elofynon autr), Pe aQeTnPia Piav omoTiunon Twv EVOAAQ-
KTIKWV Tiepi "eveM&iac” avtiAnPewv otnv Evpwnaikn ‘Evwaon, emixelpei va avadeiel Tig
OLYKPOUOUEVEC TIOAITIKEC AOYIKEC TIOL SIETOLV TN cu{TNoN YOPW Ao TO MPOBANUO aveEP-
yio/anooxoAnon. Emionuaivovtal oplopéveG aduvapieg Twv €Ml HEPOUC EBVIKWV Beal-
KWV OIEVBETACEWVY TIOU oUVHBWC EPPaVI(OVTOl WC OVTOYWVIOTIKA POVTEAD pLBUIONC TV
KOIVWVIKO-0IKOVOUIK®WY O0XE0eWV.  YTootnpidetal 0TI Ol TOAITIKEC TNC Eupwmaikic
‘Evwaonc¢ Ba pymopovoav duVAPEL va LTEPBOLY TA TOAITIKA adlEE€oda, KOBOOOV dev Atl-
TOUPYOUV O€ TOAITIKO KOl TOMTIOUIKO KEVO.

Ynootnpidetal miong 0TI OMOI0ONTOTE A&I0AOYNCT NG KOIVWVIKAC d1doTaoNC Twv £6VI-
KWV OIKOVOUIK®WY OTPATNYIKWY OTA TAQICI0 TNE EVIEIVOUEVNE TTAYKOCUIOTOINoNG TWV 0yo-
PWV, O@e&iAel vo oULveKTIPNOEL TNV 1010itepn 0Beopikny Ouvauiky TG Evwonc.
Emixeipeital, t€Ao¢, pia epunveia Twv TPIHEPWY BECUIKWVY OIEVBETHOEWY OE €BVIKO €Tti-
medo, oUP@EWVA PE TNV OTIOIO N EMIAOYA TOU KOTAKEPUOTIONOU KOl TNC aKIVNoiag w¢ apu-
VTIKAC OTPOTNYIKNAC EVVOEL, €V TEAEL, TIC TOAANATIAEC TAOEIC OMOKAEIGHOU TNG "MoyKOou1og"
AaiAamag.
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ApBpa og BEPATA ELPWTATKAC KOl GUYKPITIKNC TOAITIKAC KOBWC Kal GUUPBOAEC
oe €kdOoeIC TN OIKOVOUIKNG Kal Kowvwvikhg Emitpomic twv Evpwmnaikwv
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The political stakes of ""flexibility"* in Europe

Starting off with an assessment of alternative views on "flexibility" as the politico-econom-
ic strategy of the late 1990, this paper attempts to portray the contested political logic sur-
rounding the issue of employment/unemployment in the European Union. It points at a
number of shortcomings of hitherto dominant national institutional arrangements, tradi-
tionally viewed as competing models of regulation of the socio-economy. It argues that
European Union policies have the potential of overcoming political deadlocks, as they do
not operate in a cultural vacuum. Further, it contends that an appraisal of the social
dimension of economic strategies, viewed vis-a-vis increasingly global markets, should
incorporate a broader, Europe inclusive, assessment of institutional "path dependence".
The paper puts forward an interpretation of the institutional aspects of national tripartite
arrangements arguing that, by reinforcing fragmentation and immobility as a defensive
strategy, they fuel the exclusionary character of the "global" onslaught.
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