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Between debaters

Or

Talking about the Euro, the
European Constitutional
Meeting, the Convention of
Nice and finally talking
about employment

By Professor Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The introduction of the new currency
-euro —in the area of the European
Union, the beginning of the proceedings
of the European Constitutional Meeting,
“he Conference of Barcelona, the
ratification of the Convention of Nice by
Greece, and finally the proposals about
employment of the Commissioner Ms
Anna DIAMANTOPOULOU (subject,
which is examined analytically by
another column of the current issue), are
doubtless very crucial subjects for all the
citizens of the European Union and of
course for the Greeks.

- It is obvious that the application of
the new currency system from 1/1/2002
and the introduction of the Euroin the 12
Member - States of the E.U. is a subject
of great importance, especially for
Greece.

The celebrations of the Greeks for the
accession of the country into the new
curr=ncy system did notlast. People were
been awarded that the accescion of
Greece in ' Sreat bur aramily
and the rew cocw oo ice of the Greek
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Tou Kabnyntou Kwvar. FE.
AOANAZONOYAOY

H ewoaymyr) tov véou vopiopatog, Tov
EYPQ, evtog tov ymeov g Evpwraixng
"Evoong, 1 evaeEn twv ggyacinv e Evow-
TOURNG ZUVTORTIXNG ZUVEAEVONG, M) ALAOXEYT
s Bapxehmwng, ) emxvgwon vio g EAAa-
d0g g ZuvOnxg TS NiroLag xaL oL TOTA-
oelg tg Emitpomouv xvpiag Avvac
ATAMANTOIIOYAOQY emi Ogpdtov ama-
OYOANONG, TEQL TWV OTTOLWV YLVETOL AOYOC OF
OAAEC OTNAEG TOV AV YELQUG TEVYOVG, ULTTOTE-
AUV avapu@LopnTTng Ta TAEOV xolotua Tn-
TILOTO EVQMTATROV EVOLAPEQOVTOC Vi O-
Aovg toug [Mohiteg twv Koatmv Mehmv tng
E.E., xaw Befaimg nan yra tovg "EAAve.

Avohlvtinog:

- Etvan mpoaveg, 0TL1) eloaymyn] ®au 1) &-
PUQUOYY TOVU VEOU VOUOUATIXOD CUOTI AL
tog a0 1/1/2002 naw tov EYPQ evtog twv 12
Xwowv Mehwv ty¢ E.E. ouvegelneton ag’ -
VTG LLALOVCA ONUOLOLO, TTQOXELPEVOY O
nepl ¢ EMAadog 1o mpdypa nabiotatal a-
AOUI OTTOVOALOTEQO YL(L TQOPAVELS MOYOUC,
OL OTTOLOL TTUQEAKEL VO avaAvOOoVV.

Oravipyvortopot v ENAGOLTay Mtol nat
HATEOTY} OUPEC, OTL TTPOEYEL LETA THV EVTAEY
£VTOg TG peyains Evpwmainng Owoyeverag
1] OVOLUOTINY] CUYRMON] TOV EAAMVIXOV pPEYE-
MV TEOC TA AOLTA EVQMTTUIRA PEYEDN, EVYEL-
ONHU OYLLOLUTEQMIC EVYEQEC.
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economy to the European one, is a large-
scale undertaking.

- The beginning of the proceedings of
the European Constitutional Meeting on
28 February 2002 in Brussels under the
presidency of M. Giscard D’ ESTAING,
consisted of 15 delegates of the Govern-
ments of the Member - States, 30
Members of the National Assemblies, 16
Members of the European Parliament, 2
Deputies of the European Commission,
and 39 Representatives from the
Candidates Countries, initiates a new
period of speculation about the future of
the E.U..

Consequently, several issues are
raised on this question, as per example
the idea of a powerful Parliament or a
strong Commission, elected by the
people of the E.U., as well as the question
of the predominance of the National or
European Citizenship for the population
of the E.U. e.t.c.

Time will reveal the intensions and
the desires. At that time, it will be proved
if Mr. Giscard D’ ESTAING's proposal -
“the final but of our discussions is to
initiate the Constitution of Europe” —is a
feasible objective or not.

- During the Conference of Barce-
lona, on 15 March 2002, the Leaders of
the fifteen Member-States, besides the
disagreements for the setting up of a
prompt action military force, agreed that
the structural changes would continue in
order to improve the competitiveness
and to strengthen the social cohesion —
principles which were adopted in Lisbon
two years earlier.

Additionally, the fifteen Leaders
decided to set up a Credit Organization,
in order to fund the development and the
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- H &vapkn v 28 ®efoovagiov toey. £T.
ot BovEehheg vmo tnv [Tpoedoia Tov «.
Giscard D’ ESTAING twv ggyaoumv g Ev-
QWITAIKNG ZUVTARTIXNG ZUVELEVONG, OUYXEL-
uevns ex 15 Exmpoonnwv twv KuBegvnoewv
TV Xwowv Mehwv, 30 Mehov twv EBvixmv
Kowopoviiwv, 16 Mehwv tov Evgwraixov
Kowopovliov, 2 Exngoocwnwv tng Emteo-
NG %aL 39 AVTLITEOOM WY TWV VIO EVIAEN
Xwowv, oNUATOdOTEL i VEQ (AT TTEOBAN-
LOTLOPOD TTEQL TOV pEALovtog tg E.E.

Ta EQWTIUOTO TA OTTOLO. AVOKVITTOUY EV
TQOAELUEV® ELVAL TTOANA ®OL TTOXIAAQL, OTTWG
LY. EXELVA TTEQL EVOG Loy vEoV Kowvofouliov,
1N pog duvauxrng Emtoonng, exheyouevng
TOVEVQWITOIRWG, TTEQL TOOTEQAULOTNTAG TN E-
Bvixng 1) TG EVEWITATKNG LOLOTHTAS TV [ToA-
tov s E.E. x.qa.

H gEEMEN Twv moaypdtwv Oa amooagpn-
VIOEL TROOETELS naL TOBOVGS ®aw Ba artodeiEel
eav 1 1Ot} Tov *. Giscard D' ESTAING
«OTLTEMHOG OTOYOS TWV CLLNTNOEWY ELVAL VAL,
avolEeL 0 0p0pO¢ Yo Eva Zuvitaypa g Ev-
QWITNG» ELVAL EPLXTN 1] EVOEPNC TOBOG.

- Kata v Avoxeyn thg Bagrehwvng
g 151g MagTtiov togy. £t. oL Hyéteg Twv Oé-
xa weEvte Xwewv Mehwv g E.E. népav twv
dLapwviwv el Evpwmaixng duvaung tayet-
ag eMEPPOONG, CLPPMOVIOUV, OTL KOLVOG OTO-
YOG MAQUUEVOVV TTAVTOTE OL OLAOQWTIXES
alayeg evtog Te E.E., mpoxewuevou va feh-
TUWOELY OVTAYWVIOTIXOTHTA %O VO EVIOYVOEL
1] XOLVVLXY) GUVOY1), AQYES OL OTTOLES ELY UV
aAAws te vioOeTHOEL XATA TV ALdoreyn) THG
Awoufmvag o dLETLUG.

AnOW), ame@aoiot) 1 WEVOoY EVOg TEU-
meCnol OQYUVIOPOU, TTQOKELUEVOL VA XOM-
HUTod0TNOEL 1) AVATTUEYN %L 1] CUVEQYUOLLL
peta&y Evpmmng xaw dMwv Xwowv thg Me-
GOYELOV K.(L.

- H ZuvOn ) mg Nivatag diuovyet, g
YVWOTOV, U VEU KUTAOTAOH] £VTOG TG Ev-
owmuixNg "Evomong, 0edopevov, otL peta&y
aMh@V:
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co-operation between the Europe and
the Mediterranean Countries.

- The Convention of Nice establishes
a new situation in the European Union
given that:

It provides a new system of counting
of the votes of the Member - States and a
new procedure of taking decisions: the
Council approves a draft derived from
the Commission by 258 of 342 votes and
the majority of the Member - States. In
any other occasion the Council decides
with 258 votes and the majority of the 2/3
of the Member - States, e.t.c.

Moreover, each Member - State has
the possibility to demand “double
majority”, in order to define if the
majority of the votes represents at least
the 62% of European citizens.

In addition, the right of veto is set
aside for 29 policy areas (appointments at
high offices, external border control,
e.t.c.), but it remains for subjects of
national interest (social insurance,
taxation, immigration, civilization, e.t.c.).

Furthermore, the number of the
Commissioners reduces from two to one
for the big Countries after 2005, as well
as the number of the Members of the
Parliament (For Greece there will be 22
Members of the Parliament instead of
25).

The Leaders of the fifteen
Member-States disagreed on many
articles of the Convention, acting rather
in favor of their national than of the
common European interest. With the
exception of the forthcoming Expansion,
the fifteen Leaders did not find ways of
advancing towards the realization of the
“Political Union”, or towards a decrease
in the “democratic deficit™, e.t.c.

[ToofAenel avaotaduon Twv Ynewy Twv
Mehmv, ahhd xoL EVO VEO OVOTHUA AMYNS O-
TOPACEWV:

3& MEQLITTMOELG ROUTA TIG OTOLES TO UM~
BoUlio ey®QLVEL TQOTOOT], TQOEQYOUEVY] ALTTO
v Emtoon, yia tnv £yxolon amattovval
258 Yipor ex 342 now amhn) Theloymelo Twv
Koatawv Mehwv.

€ OMEC TIC AANEC TTEQLILTMOELS OTTALTOV-
VIO Y10 THY MY plag amogaons 258 Yyngot,
alhd xaL heroPn@lo Twv 410 TELTWY TV
Xwewv Mehwv, eV 1 avaoTEAAOVON PHELO-
Ynepla onpego 0piletan oe 89 Yngouc.

EE ahhov, xaBe Koatog Méhog £xeL tnv
duvatotnta va BETeL OEpa «OutAng mAelo-
YNPLAG», TOOXELUEVO VAL SLEVRQLVIODEL EQV
1) TAELOYNPLA TOV YPYNPWV AVILTQOTWIEVEL
TOUAdYLo0V TO 62% Ttwv Evpwnaiwv ITot-
TOV.

Ex nagarinhov, xatagyeiton 1o dixaim-
pa aoxnong veto og 29 Topelg mortixng (dro-
QLONOG AVOITATWV AELWUATOVY WV, EEWTEQL-
%OL GUVOQLAKOL ELEYYOL K.(1L.), HLULTHOOVUEVO,
£V TOUTOLE, ETTL OELQAGS {NTNUATOV EBVIXOD
OVUPEQOVTOG (ROLVWVIXNG AOPAMONG, (POQO-
AOYLOLG, LETAVAOTEVONG, TTOMTLOMOV %.4L.).

AxOuN, TEOPAETETAUL LELWON TOV 0QLOUOV
10wV Emitponmv («xavouv» oL Meyaheg Xmeg
a0 to £€10g 2005 p.X. TOV £Va EX TWV ONUEQL-
VOV OV0), TEQOPAETETAL HELWGT] TOV AQLOUOU
twv Evpwfovievtov x.a. (n EAMada Oa £xer
nAEoV 22 avti 25).

Katd tov xelpevou g ev Adym ZuvOnung
JETUTTMON (Y ALAPOQES ULTLALTELG, OL HUQLD-
TEQEG TV OTTOLWYV EOTLOLOVTAL ETTLTOV ONUELOV,
otL ot Hyéteg v déxa mevie Xmomv Mehwv
s Evowmainng "Evwong é0ecav vrepdvm o-
AWV TOLETTL UEQOVG EBVIHOL « CUPPEQOVTU» KL O-
YL TO ELOLRMTEQO «GUUPEQOV» TN IO£ag TG
"Evoong, (TAMv «Tng TOOETOLUAOLAG» YL TV
LEALOVTLXT) OLEVQUYVON THG), TO OTTOLO «OUMPE-
QOV» TTEQAAUPAVEL TV «TTQOOTTTIXT)» TNG TTOML-
TULTG EVIIONG XOL TNV «UELWOT» TOU ONUOXQAL-
ROV EMELPUATOS K. CL.

H EA\Gc o¢ meog 10 OEpa T1g EMRVQW-
011G TOU RELWEVOD TNG £V AOYW ZuvONuNC axo-
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Furthermore, Greece followed the
usual procedure for the ratification of the
Convention: discussion between the
Members of the adequate Parliamentary
Committee, discussion between the
Members of the Parliament in Unisom,
criticism and vote. This procedure was
also followed for the ratification of the
Convention of Maastriht and Amster-
dam. Unfortunately, there was not T.V.
coverage of the debate of the Convention
in the Parliament, because the channels
are interested in subjects of less
Importance.

Finally, the proposal of the
Commissioner, Ms Anna DIAMANTO-
POULOQU, for the ban of discriminations
between the temporary and permanent
employees, instead of the reaction of
certain Governments, establishes a new
labour status in the European Union.
(See relative publication in another
column of the current issue).

Therefore, the subject in question is
the following: do people have to be
optimistic for the future of the European
Union or not? Pessimists take a gloomy
view of things, because, as they said, “the
Members of the European Constitu-
tional Meeting agreed on subjects which
concerned the past and not the future of
the E.U.”

From my point of view, optimists for
the time being gain ground, because men
who by nature stand between the past
and the future, finally turn towards on
behalf of the future and between the
sunset and the sunrise, they prefer the
sunset, while according to Omer, after
sunset, the sun rises through the sweetest
rose finger lo.
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AovBnoE TNV ouvhRon TMPAKTIKN NG oLlATN-
on META&L Twv MeAwv TNC olKeiag EMITpomn(
Tou KowvofouAiou, oculritnon PETAED Twv
MeAwv Tov KotvofBouAiov ev OAopéAela, a-
VTEYKANGELG, Pn@ogopia, EyKplan, 6mwe AA-
AWC T€ €ixe ouvpPei Kot mePi TV ZuvONKILY
MAaoTpIXT KOl APOTEPVTAU.

Emionuaivetal To AuTNPOV QAIVOUEVO
NG EAAEIYNC OUCIACTIKWC 0io¢ dTOTE dnuo-
010TNTOC KOl Twv oulnNToEwv ev Tw Kolvo-
BoLAIO) KOl TNG PeYIoTNE onuaagiog Twv dla-
TA&ewv TNC ZLVBAKNG, AOYW OTUX0UE OLYKU-
piag mPoBoARC GAAWY BEPATWY TNAEOTITIKWOV
EKTIOUTIWV.

- TENOG, o1 TPOTAOEIC TNC EMITPOTOL KU-
piag Avwa¢ AIAMANTOMOYAOQY mepi ¢-
EaAePng, umo mpolmoBETEIC, TWV dlOKpioE-
WV PETOED POVIPWY LTTAAANAWVY KOl TIPOOW-
PIVQC EPYaLOPEVWV TOU IBIWTIKOVD TOMEN ON-
MIOLPYOULV TNV MPOOTTIKA EVOC VEOU EpYya-
Ol10KOU TOTioU, TO 0TOi0 OTWC KOTEDEIXON €K
TWV aVTIOPACEWY WPIoHEVWOV KuPBepvrioewy
dev ivatl 1d1NTEPWC EMIBLUNTO (BAEMETE GUL-
VAQEC ONUOCIiELUO 0€ AAAEC OEAIDEC TOUL aVd
XEipag TevXoLC).

ToOTwVv 0UTWC EXOVTIWV, KATA TNV TPO-
OQIAN EK@pacn MaAalov ApbBpoypd@wy Ti-
BETOITO EPWTNUA EQV TTPETEL TTOC EVOIOPEPD-
UEVOC TEPT TO EVLPWTIATKA BEPATA VO CUPUE-
pidetal Tnv a1o1660én dnoyn mepi KOAwWV
MPOCEXWV €EEAIEEWV 1) €AV TTPEMEL VO OLVTA-
X0¢€i pe TNV Opada Twv anaiciédoéwv, ol o-
moiot dgv d10TA{OULV VO OPIAOLY AVOPEPOUE-
VOITLY. 0Ta MEAN TNC EvpwmalKr¢ ZUVTOKTI-
KNC ZUVEAELONG, OTI «TTOAAG €€ QUTWV V-
KOUV 0TO TOPEABOV Kol JAAAOV BUOXEPWC O-
papatidovtal To YéAAoV NG E.E.».

Katd tnv tanevy anoyrn tou umoypago-
VTOC 01 010100001 KePdidouv TPOC TO MOPOV
TNV YAXN, £0TW Kal «Ue dlapopd atrboug», d¢-
dopévou, 0TI 01 AVBPwTOL €K PUOEWC PETOED
MAPEABOVTOC KOl JEANOVTOC OTPEPOVTOI TTPOG
T0 0€0TEPO, PETOEL OVOVTOC KO AVOTEAAOVTOC
HAIOL TIPOTIYOUV TOV dEVTEPO, O OTIOIOC EMEA-
BWV avaTéAAEL, KATa Tov Ounpov, eV HEOW TG
YAUKUTATNG p0d0daKTUAOL HoUc...



