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Between Debaters
or

Two things are in contrast
to the rational reasoning:
the rush and the rage

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

At the beginning of the day, there
was no sign that the 11th of September
of 2001 is going to be one of those days
that are characterized by the term
“cursed days” and which are recorded
in the collective memory as undesir-
able and atrocious. Nevertheless, the
consequence of the fatal facts against
innocent people, which can only be
characterized as a tragedy, labeled this
day as a landmark point of the World
History, as well as a reference point
that the idea of “Revenge”, returns to
the limelight. As Aristotle has men-
tioned *“...Some people argue that the
Justice which is based on reprisals is
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AGANAZOIMNOYAQY

H npwia tng 11n¢ ZenmteuBpiov
2001 p.X. dev MPOOIWVILETO TNV TO-
peia TNC mPOCg TNV XOPEIA TWV NUEPWV,
olLomoiec ovopdadovtal amo@Padeg Kal
KATAYpA@OVTOl LTTO TNE CLUAAOYIKAC
MVAMNG WC aVETIBVUNTEG KAl OTIOTPO-
nateg. AANG N pon Twv ev NEa YOpKnN
YEYOVOTWV o€ BAPOC aBWwV, YEYOVO-
TWV TPAYIKILY, OIJOTNPWVY Kol Bava-
TNEOPWV, EPEAAE VA TNV KATACTHOEL O-
pOONUO TNC maykooptlag lotopiag Kal
onueio ava@opdg, 0TI n 1d€a Tou «a-
VTITIEMOVOOTOC» EMAVEPXETOIL OTO TTPO-
OKNVI0, KOITOl KOl KOT’ APIOTOTEANV:
«OO0KEi O€ TIOI KOl TO aVTITIETOVOO( Ei-
val anAw¢ oikatov, waotep ot Mubayod-
pELol EQaoav- wPidovTo yop amAwg To
OIKO0V TO aVTITIEMOVOOC AAAW. To d¢
QVTITIEMOVOAC OUK EQAPUOCTEL OLO l€-
T TO S1OVEPNTIKOV diKaIov, 0L ET TO
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the only and unique way to Justice. This
Is what the Pythagorians have argued
defining Justice as paying back to the
others exactly the same damage that
they have caused to us. Nevertheless,
the law of reprisals does not fit with the
distributive as well as the remedial jus-
tice although some people invoke the
opinion about justice which was ex-
pressed by Radamanthis who argues
that “when somebody is treated in the
same unfair way that he treated the
others, this the pure justice” (Aristotle
“Ethica Nikomaheia” book E\ chap-
ter 8 1132b).

The thousands of innocent dead
people, the inexpressible sorrow of
other thousands people, the fear “of
the day after”, the loss of the certainty
and the feelings of safety, the enor-
mous materialistic damages, the insult
on the prestige of a super power, con-
stitute the basis, with a high possibility,
for the acceptance with safety the idea
that “... the revenge constitutes jus-
tice”, with what ever it means in terms
of National, Regional, International
and World level interest. This idea pos-
sibly will be acceptable under the wave
of the need to recover the feelings of
safety and obtain again the wanted
pride as well as in order to punish the
criminals.

Nevertheless, the decision for ex-
emplary punishment should not be
taken under the pressure that is im-
posed when facts are taking place. As
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d10pBwTIKOV (Kaitol BoOAovTal ye
TOUTO A€yel Kal To PadapavOuoc di-
KOILoV- €1 KE TOBO01 Ta T’ €pede, OIKN K™k
Beia yévolito)» (HOIKA NiKopaxela.
BIBA. EC Ke@. 8ov 1132 b K..). (TwvEC
@povolv, 0TI TO diKOI0 TWV OVTITOI-
VWV gival auTtd TouTOo TO dikalo. Touto
eimav ot MuBayopelol, ol omoiol wpl-
oav To diKO10 WC aVTATOd00 N GTOUC
AAAOULC, €KEIVOL TO oToio emabape a-
MO avtolC. AAAG TO OiKOI0 TWV OVTI-
Moivwv d&V CUPQWVEL Pe TNV dlaveun-
TIKI KOl PYE TNV d10pOWTIKL SIKAI0CV-
vn, HOAOVOTI JEPLKOI ETTIIKAAOLVTAL TNV

nepi dikaiov yvwpun mov Padapdv-
BuoC: 0TaV KATOI0C UTIOOTEIL TIC OLVE-
MelEC TOU adikouv, To omoio dIEmpage,

TOUTO gival KaBapd dikatooLvn).

O1 XIA1GdeC aBwoOol VEKPOI, 0 OVEi-
MTWTOC TOVOC AAAWVY XIALAd WV AvBpw-
WV, 0 OVEKQPOOTOC POB0C «TNC EMO-
MEVNC NUEPOAC», N OTTWAELD TNC BeRad-
TNTOC KAl TWV 00@AAWV cuvalobnua-
TWV, 0l TEPAOCTIEC VAIKEG {NnuiEC, n mpo-
of0AN TOL Yo TPOUL piag umepdLVa-
KNG, €ivat ToAD TiBavov va 0dnyrnoouv
€K TOL A0@OAOLC TNV aTodoXr TNC I
0€0C «KOI TO aVTITIEMOVOOC €ival -
MAQC OiKO10V...», YE O,T1 OUTO OUvE-
QPEAKETOL OE EOVIKO, TIEPIPEPEINKO,
O1EOVEC KOl TAYKOOP10 eminedo, umd
To Bdpog TNC OVAYKNG OTOKOTACTA-
ong ouvoloBnuATwy ac@aieiog, ava-
KTNong TpwBEvTog yorTpou Kal ¢ Ti-
HOPIOC TWV EYKANUOTIWV.

AAXN’ N MAPASEIYMOTIKN TIHWpIa
TWV €VOX00V OEV TPETIEL VO ATIOPACI-
o0B¢ei v Bepuw, d10TIL «TAXOC KOl 0pyn
guBouAia evavTtia», OTMTWC ETOVIOE O

ol2(Dt)pt)va XO EVO-
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Thoukidides mentioned: “I think that
two things are in contrast to the ratio-
nal reasoning; the rush and the rage.
Between these two, the first is accom-
panied by foolishness while the second
Is accompanied by the lack of educa-
tion and narrow way of thinking.

Though, under the pressure of wail-
Ing and mourning, it is possible to ex-
clude the rush and the rage, during the
decision taking progress.

In that case, it is possible for the
other side to abandon any fear for pun-
ishment, which will consequently will
lead to such situation that anybody,
with out the fear of punishment, will
tend to unfairness. “ Who is the man
that although does not fear of any-
thing, can be fair?” (Aeschelos,
Evmenides, 516-524).

The “next day”, it is inevitable to
mean a lot of things in a diversity of
fields: the comfort which comes by
time and the necessary punishment of
those that are guilty, the exaggeration
and the fear, the worry and the uncer-
tainty, the rise of feelings of insecurity
in aworld which is characterized by
lack of security.

Although this world is marked by
the Christian encouragement “do not
pay back any evil you accept” (Paul: To
Romans IB’, 17) it seems that the same
world is ready to accept the idea “. You
ought to damage the enemies..” (Plato:
Politeia, 335E)

VTIOXOXO €VBOUVAIO gival: XaxX0¢ Xe Kal
0pYrV, WV X0 MEV PEXA avoiag QIAEL yi-
yveaBal, xo 0€ pexa amaidevoiag Kal
Bpaxuxnxog yvoung», (vopilw, ox1
d00 mpaypaxa ivat kay’ e€oxnv avyi-
Bexa mpog xnv opbn okéYn: n xaxuxn-
X0 Katnopyn. EE auxwv xo pev €va ou-
vodEeLEX AL ATO XNV avonaia, Xo 6& AA-
A0 aTIO XNV EAANEIPN HOPPWONC KOl XNV
OXEVOXNXO XNG avXiAnwng).

Y10 X0 BApog, 0w, XNG OIHWYNG
Kal Xwv BprAvwv givat duvaxov va e&o-
BeA1oBOUV «X0 XAXO0C» KOl «n opynR»
KOXa xnv AQUN 0KANPWVY XIHWP®WV o-
MOQACEWV Kal €€ AAANC TAELPAC Eival
duvaxov va eKAEiPn 0 @OBOC XNE XIMW-
piag, omoxe o oiog dNMOXE PN @ofo0-
MEVOC oia OATOXE XIwpia Ba duvaxal
va adIKEL: «xi¢yop 0EB0IKWC UNdEV Ev-
d1Ko¢ Bpoxwv» (AtoxVAou: Evpevidec,
516-524); (IMoto¢ avBpwmocg 0vdEV @o-
Bovpuevog numopei va givat dikaiog;).

H «emopevn nuEpa» gival yotpaio
VO OULVETAYEXAL TOAAQ KOl TOIKIAAQ:
XNV mapnyoptd Xou XpOvou Kal xnv a-
vaykaia xiuwpia xwv dpaaoxwv, Xnv u-
mePBOAN Kol xov @oBo, xnv avnouvxia
Kol xnv aBeBatdéxnxa, xnv mpoOKANGN
guvaloBnudaxwv avac@aAeiag oe Eva
KOOMO EMICQOAN KAl TOpA XNV mepi
XOU OVXIBEX0U XPIOXIAVIKI] TIPOXPOTIN
«dNoeVi KOKOV avyi KakoO amodido-
vxec» (MavAov: Mpog Pwuaioug, IBT
17), cuveTAyexal, OKOUN, XNV am0d0-
XN XNG 18€a¢ «xolg exBpoic PAABNV o-
@eireaBat...» (MAaxwvoc: MoAlxeia,
335 E)...



