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Between Debaters

or

About the Media of
Mass Communication and
Regional Development

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The Media of Mass Communi-
cation and the issues of Regional
Development have been, as is widely
known, the subject of several general
or specific Studies and in many of
their facets. The relation, though, of
the Media and Regional Develop-
ment has been treated as a subject to
minor interest, or, perhaps, as self
understood, and has not been
«honoured» as yet, but with the
interest of very few Researchersl

As of the above, and with the
given, according to the author of this
text, possibility of the important
contribution of the former to the

1 See C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Media ofMass Communication and
DevelopmentofspecificAreas. Athens. D’
Edition, 1981.
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Mepi Méowv Mallkng
EmiKovwviog Kot
Meprpepelakng Avamntuéng

Tou KaBnvmtoL Kwvot. TE.
ABGANAZOIMOYAQY

Ta Méoa Madlikri¢ Emxoivojviag
Kol Ta Bépata tnC Meplpepelaknc
AvATTuEng £€XOUV OTOTEAETEL, WC
YVWOTOV, OVTIKEIPYEVO TTOAAWV YEVI-
KWV 1N E10IKWV MEAETOOV Kal y1o TTOA-
AéC mTuxéC Toug. H oxéon dpok Mé-
owv Kol Meprpepetaknc AvAantuéng
QaiveTal, 0TI EKPION BEPO rooovoc ev-
dLOQEPOVTOC 1), EVOEXOUEVOUC, OUTO-
vONTO Kal gV EXEl «TIUNOEi» PEXPL
TOUdE TTAPA UE TO EVOLOPEPOV EAXI-
otol Epsuvntwvl

Q¢ ek To0TOUL, e dEdOMEVN, KATA
TOV LTIOYPAP OVTO TO TMAPOV KEIYEVO,
TNV duVaTOTNTA CNUAVTIKIC CLUU[B0-
A)C TO)V TPWTON" OTNV EMITEVEN TWV
oKoToUv Tng 0eVTEPNC, KPIveETal ava-

1 BA. K. FE. AGANAZOIMNOYAOZ: Méoa

Madikn¢ Emkoivwviag Kot avamtuén emip €-
pougmeploxwv. Adrval. A'avat. 1981.
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attainment of the aims of the latter,
the systematic research of this
relation is considered as necessary.

Contemporary life has created,
as it is known, a series of new
necessities. Amongst those is the one
of Mass Communication, which, in
order to be attained, needs aseries of
prerequisites, the most important of
those being the existence of
technical means (approachable to
those interested), the generation of
legislation (or ethics and codes of
practice) pertaining the use of the
Media and, finally, the persons
which shall undertake, by
profession, the fulfilment of the
other people’s needs for communi-
cation2.

The Media of Mass Communi-
cation, moreover, if released free,
provided they possess adequate
technical infrastructure and skilled
managerial and other staff and, if of
course they intend to. may carry out
aseries of functions, such as:

1. The review of political and
social environment and the
recording of events.

2. Education, that is radiation
and transfer of the so-called «social
heritage», given that (as shown by
several studies and empirical
research) large number of people

2. See C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:

Publicity. Athens, 7th Edition, 1998,
p.l16~fol.

2

yKaia n cuotnUatikg olEpeLVON Ou-
¢ TNG OXEANG.

H oOyxpovn &1 €XEl drjpiov”™ /iy
0€l, WG YVWOTOV, GEIPA VEWV AVOYKWV.
Mia €€ auTwv gival Katl N ¢ PadlKig
ETUKOIVILVIOC. N OTIOIO YIO VO «ETITEV-
XBei». amaitei oe1pd MPolTMOBETEWVY. Ol
KUPIWTEPEC TOTV OTIOIWV Eival n Omap-
&N TEXVIKWV PESO™ (TIPOCITWVY OTOUC
EVOLOQEPOUEVOLC), N BEGTIION VOUWV
(1] Kat TuXOV nNBodv Kat €BioTv) JIETO-
VTIWV TNV Xpnon Twv MEowv, Kat, TEAC
atoua, Ta omoia Ba avaArdaBouv €€ &-
TMTOYYEAUOTOG TNV IKAvomoinan Tiov o-
VAYKWV ETIKOIVWVIOE TWV GAOV2.

Ta Méoa Malikig Emikovwviac,
€€ AANOL, €AV a@eBoLV eAeLBEPQ, eV
O100£TOLV KATAAANAN TEXVIKI] UTTOOO-
MR KOl EIOIKEVPEVO ZTEAEXIOKO dLVO-
MIKO. Kal. €dv BePaioug To emBupoy,
ETITEAOLV CEIPA AEITOUPYIWY, OTIWC;

1. H emiokomnaon tou mepIBAaAlo-
VTOC. N £10N0eoypa@ia. n Kotoypaen
TO)V YEYOVOTWV.

2. H ekmaidevan, ftot n petofipo-
0N TNC AeyOPEVNG «KOIVOTIKIC KANPO-
VOULAC», 0€d0MEVOL, OTL (0TI dlarl-
OTWONKE Ao TMOAAEC EPEVVEC KOl OO
TNV UEAETN OTATIOTIKWY OTOIXEIWVY)
MEYAAOC aplOUOC OTOUONY «KAAAIEP-
yeiTol mVeELPOTIKWE» ano ta MME.

3. Mg TI¢ 1010pop@ieg Kal TIC 1010-
TuTiec Toug Ta MME €xouv yivel éva
OUCIOOTIKO KOl OTIOTEAECUATIKO Op-
YyOvo PJop@omoinong Kal EMNPEACUOL
TNC MOAITIKAG BEANONC TWV padwv.

2. BA. kat K. TE. AGANAZOIOYAOZ: +

Anpoaoiotnta. ABRval, Z' éko., 1998, o. 16
ETIOM.
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receive their «cultural food» by the
Media.

3. With their diversity and
specificities the Media have become
an important and effective instru-
ment of appeal to and amalgamation
of the political will of the people.

4. The Audit. With the progress
of time the Media have become of
most powerful means of audit of
Authority (Legislative, Executive
and Justice).

5. Specific critique. Besides the
collection, evaluation and spread of
news and opinions, being acts of high
importance for the Media, the
critique that they can carry on events
of public interest offers the people
the possibility of evaluation for:
movies and theatrical plays, musical
events, artistic exhibitions, etc.

6. Entertainment. That is the
recreation and distraction of the
daily stress.

7. Advertisement, or encoura-
gement of mass consumption and
mass production. Besides, adverti-
sement works on the economic soli-
dity and of the Media enterprises.

The Media of Mass Communica-
tion have received, at periods, a
series of criticisms referring to both
to the mode of their «operation» and
to the final «product» they produce.
Along these lines they are criticised
for lack of objectivity and for

promoting a «cultural mosaic» to the

4. O eheyyoc. Me v map0do T0U
xoovov ta MME €youv nataotel €va
AT TA TAEOV OUVAUXA PECA ELEYYOV
¢ eEovotag (NopoBetinng, Extele-
OTIUNG ALXOOTIXNG).

5. EWdwun »ottnn). ITaga to yeyo-
vOG, OTL 1] OUALOYT, aELOAOYNOT %Al
OLAd00N ELONCEMV RAL YV UGV ELVAL
EQYO TOWTAQYLXNG ONUACLOG VL0 TO,
MME, 1 ®ottixt, IOV OVTO PITOQOVV
VO 0O OOVV OF OLALPOQES HOLVIIVIKES
gXONAWOELS, TTOV TTOQOVOLALOVY YEVL-
RMTEQO EVOLAPEQOV, TTOQEYEL OTOVC
[Tokiteg TV OUVOTOTITA ROL TIV EVYE-
oeLa aELoroymong 6depong ROTO-
OTOOEWY (XQLTLAT) XIVI|LATOYQUPLROIV
®al OEATQLRMV £QYWV, LOVOLXOV EX-
dNAwoewV, exBeoemv LwyoagLxng).

6. H yuyaywyia, dnhadn n amak-
Aoy asto TO A OMNUEQLVO Ay OG KL
TV EVIOON.

7. H duagnpon, ot 1 evodpouv-
on ™G HoCLRNG TOQAYWYNG XOL TG
ualunne ratavalwong. EE aling
ThevQAg, N dLa@nuor eEacparilet
TNV OLXOVOoULKT) EVEWATio Twv MME.

To Méoa Malng Emxowvaviag,
£YOUV deyOEL OTA TEQLOBOVE OELQX E-
TILXQLOEMV, TOGO YLO. TOV TQOTO «AEL-
TOUQYLOG» TOVG, 000 KOL VL0 TOL ALTTOTE-
AECLLOTA ROL TO TEMKO «TTQOLOV», TO O-
nolo maayouy. 'Etot, «eyrnalovviow
YL0L ENAELYPT) AVTLXELLEVIXOTITOS, VIO,
OLAYEOUEVO «IIOUIRO HOAMEQYELUC
npo¢ 10 Kowvo oto onoto angvbuvo-
VTUL, YLO ETTLOLWROUEVT] VITEQHRAAVY)
TOV AVEVUATIXOV AELTOVQYLOV TOV
YONOTOV TOVG «UITO TIG CVVAULTOMUOLTL-
EG YPUYLXES OVVAUELS TOVG», YLOL ETTOL-

3
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public to which they address, trying
to cover their mental activity with a
«sentimental and psychic» blanket
and deviating audiences to the
«suckling phase of the infant»3.

Furthermore, the Media have
been the object of a series of
regulation, comprehensive or
casual, both in national or interna-
tional level, such as the regulation of
the current Greek Constitution
1975/1986. of Law 1866/1989. Law
2173/1993. Law 2328/1995. Law
2644/1998, and European Commu-
nity Directives. European Parlia-
ment Decisions (14/12/1993) etc.

On the other hand, the Regional
Development4 may be defined as an
entity of procedures for the
economic, social and cultural
development of all (and if possible
simultaneously) the regions of a
country. This development is
pursued (and attained) with the
increase, and in cases with the
diversification, of the productive
capacity of the regions and with
physical planning. The increase of

the productive capacity and the

3. The baby while suckling may
receive through the mouth anything that
is offered to it

4. See, in extent, and for bibhography
in: C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Legislation for Regional Development:
the Greek experience of the last thirty
years. Athens, B 'Edition, 1984, p. 8~fol.

4

Va@OopPA TWV OTOUWY OTO «OTOMATIKO
0TAd10 TOU vNTiou», TO oToio BNAGLel
Kal dEXETAL O,TI ONTTOTE TOU TIPOCPE-
PETAL XWPIC SLVATOTNTEC EAEYXOU,
K.Q..

AKOUN, T MEoa ameTEAETAV QVTI-
KEipevo oe1pag puBpicewv MANPOLV N
NUITEAWV, TOOO 0€ €BVIKO, 000 KOl CE
O1EBVEC emimedo, OMOUC TT.X. Ol PLBI-
OEIC TOL 10XVOVTOC ZUVTAYUOTOC
1975/1986, twv N. 1866/1989. N.
2173/1993, N. 2328/1995, N. 2644/1998.
KowvoTikwv Odnytwv. ATo@aceiov
Tov Evpwmnaikold KowvopouAiou
(14/12/1993) K.4..

EE GAANC TAgLPAC, n Meplgpepela-
KA AVATITUEN duvaTOl va oplaBei ux
€va GUVOAO S10AIKAC LWV YIa TNV OIKO-
VOUIKH. KOIVWVIKN Kal TOMTIOTIKN O-
VATTuén oAlov (Kat €1 duVOTOV TOUTO-
XPOVOUC) TWV TEPIPEPEIWV Miag Xw-
pac¢3. H avAamtu&n autr] €mdIWKETOL
(KOl EMITUYXAVETAL) HPE TNV OLENON
(Kol o€ TTOAAEG TIEPITITWOELC KL [E TV
dla@opornoinaon) NG mapPaywWYIKNC «i-
KOVOTNTOGC» TWV TEPIPEPEIWV KOl (o-
PLOPEVEC avadlapBpwaelC (T.X. Xwpo-
TagIkeG). H av&naon tng mapaywyiKrg
«IKOVOTNTOG» Kal Ol avodlapBpwaEl(
MPETEL VA €ival TETOIEC, WOTE Va €&a-
o@aAifouv «uia oLVEXN KOl OUTOOL-
vInpoOuevn avénaon Tou TMTPAYUATI-
KOU KOTA KEQOAN €1000HOTOC Kal
BeATtiwon Twv cuvBnKwv diafiwaong
TOU TANBUGHOUL TOUC».

3. BA. ev ektdoel KaBwC Kal OXETIKN Bi-

BAloypagia oto: K. TE. AGANAZOIMNOYAOZ:
NopoBegia Mepipepetakng Avantuéng: n
EANNVIKA euTElpia TwV TEAELTAIWY TPIGVTO
xpovwv. Adrvat, B avat. 1984, o. 8 emoy.
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restructuring must be of a kind that
ensures a continuous and sustai-
nable increase of the real per head
income and the living standards of
the population.

In the above definition and on
the basic context of the (economic)
region we may add that it is a
dynamic geographic area of which
the conjuncting components may
change with time and affect its
borders. The economic region. as
defined above, may well be different
from the administrative region, but
in the implementation of the
programmes of economic develop-
ment it is by obligation connected to
the administrative regions.

Having defined and delimited the
concepts of the Media and of
Development, it is now possible to
examine the contribution of the
former to the implementation of the
aims of the latter.

The answer, according to the
author, is positive. The fields in
which the Media may promote
Development are numerous and
vary. Indicativelly, due to space
constraints, may be mentioned here
the following?:

The geographic and historical

5. See C. GE. ATHANASSOPOULOS:
Media of Mass Communication and
Development of specific Areas. Athens.
D’ Edition, 1981, p. 61~fol.

210V 0QLOUO GUTO PACIXT ETTL Ué-
QOUG EVVOLAL ELVAL 1] EVVOLA. (OLXOVOUL-
®1)) «TTEQLPEQELUL», YLO THV OTOLAL TE-
QLOQLLONAOTE VO, OVAPEQOUUE, OTL EL-
VOL O QUVAPLXTY YEWYQUYLYT) EVOTH-
TA, TNG OMOLOG TO CUVOETLXA OTOLYELD
petafaliovial 6TV dLadQOUT TOV
YQOVOU %Ol EMNEEATOVY TO OQLAL THC.

H (owovopuxn) mepugpépeta, Ommg
0QLOON%E TQONYOUUEVWG, UITOQEL VO
ELVOL OLALPOQETLRY] ALTTO TV OLOLXITUXT|
TEQLPEQELA, OTNV EQAQUOYT OPWG
TQOYQUUUATOIV OLXOVOULKNG AVAITTTY-
ENG OUVOEETAL VTTOYQEMTIROIG UE OLOL-
RITURT] 1] OLOLXNTUXES TIEQUPEQELEG,.

Me ogroBetnuéveg, howmov, o¢
QTN TTQOGEYYLOT TLG EVVOLES TWV
Méomv xat g AvamtvEng etvar dv-
VATOV va YLVEL AOYOG TTeQL GuuPolng
TOV TQOTWV 0TV «VLOTONO» TV
OXOTWV TNG OEVTEQNG:

H amdavinom, xatd tov yodgovra,
gival xatagatixn. Ta nedla ota o-
noia To. Meoo wtogovv va vitofonon-
OOUV TNV OVATTUEN elvaL TTOANG ®at
oA, AVOQEQOVTAL EdW, EAAELPEL
YWQOV, EVOEWTIXOG Ta. eENc:

Ta Méoa pmogovv va «mtofa-
Aovv»:

Ta YEmYQU@KA RO LOTOQLRA OTOL-
YELU PLOLG TTEQLOYNG, OTTMG TNV BEG TG
TEQLOYNG, TNV EXTACN TNG, TNV QUOI)
TOV £dAPOVG, TOUG VOATLVOUG TOQOVC,
Ta AEOEVTLRA €QYA., TNV GVOTUGT TOV
VTTEOAPOVS, TO XALUU., TNV TOTIX] L-
OoTOQLA. %.0L..

4. BA. K. I'E. AGANAJOIIOYAQOZ: Méoa
Malixkng Emxorvwviag K.A., €V8. av., 0. 66 e-
mop.

5
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elements of an area, such as the
position of an area, the space, the
state of its soil, the water potential
and infrastructure, the minerals, the
climate, the local history and culture.

The demographic elements of a
region, such as the data from the
censuses, the distribution of the
population groups of urban, semi-
urban and rural population, the
distribution by sex and age group,
the in and out migration from the
region, and migration within the
region (from rural to urban areas
and vice versa) etc.

The elements of the economi-
cally active population, the work-
force by type of employment (self
employed, workers, white collars,
civil servants, etc.), the unemploy-
ment, etc.

Elements of the structure of the
local economy:

a. Of the. primary sector:
Agricultural land, size of average
cultivation, agricultural infrastru-
cture. agricultural industry, live-
stock, forestry, fisheries, etc.

b. Of the secondary sector:
Industry, small industry, handicraft,
mining/quarrying, construction, etc.

c. Of the tertiary sector: Services
provision in the subsectors of health,
education, transport, communica-
tion. trade, banking and finance,
tourism, cluture, etc.

- Ta dnuoypa@ika otolxeia piag
TMEPLOXNG, OTWC TA OTOIXEIO amoypa-
QWv, TNV d1dpBpwan Twv mMAnBuouio-
KWV OAdWV a0TIKOV, NUIOCTIKOU, O-
YPOTIKOU TTANBLOUOUL, TNV KATOVOUN
TOUL MANBUOPOU KOTA QUAO KOl OUG-
d€C NAIKIOUY, TNV PJETOVACTELON EK TNG
TMEPIOXNG KOl TPOC TNV MEPLOXN, TNV
Kivnon tou MANBuopoL EVTOg TWV O-
PIWV TNC CUYKEKPIYHPEVNG TIEPIOXNC
(m.X. amé 1o aypoTIKA TNn¢ TUAMATa
MPOC TO OOTIKA PEPN), TNV TTOAAIVO-
otnon K.4..

- Ta oTOlXEIO TOU OIKOVOUIKWC €-
vePYOUL MTANBLGPOU, TO ATTACOXOAOUE-
VO 1) 0X0AG L0V EPYOTIKO QUVAUIKO TNG
TEPLOXNAC.

- Z1olxeia tng doung TNC TOTIKIC
OlKovopiac:

0. Tou TPWTOYEVOUC TOUEQ:

Mewpylk yn, dlobeaipa €dagn,
MEYEDBOC YEWPYIKOU KANpOUL, Epya Ye-
WPYIKNC LTTOOOUNC, YEWPYIKES Ploun-
XAVieC, CUOKELAGTAPIO PPOVTWV, QU-
TIKN TTapaywyr, KTtnvotpogia, daco-
movia. oAleia K.4..

B. Tou devteEpPOyEVOULC TOPED:

Biotexvia, Brounxavia, opuxeia,
METOAAEia, AaTopEia, OAVUKEC, 0IKOdO-
MIKI 0pacTnpIoTnTa K.4..

y. Tou TpiToyevoUC ToHED:

Moapox LTNPECIWY OTOUVC TOUEIC
TNG vyEiag, TNG madeiag, TWV PETOQPO-
PWV, TWV ETIKOIVWVIWV, TOU EUTOPI-
oU. TWV TPpaTElWV, TOU TOAITIOHOU,
Twv EMEVOVOEWY, (dNUOCTiwy, 1IBIWTI-
KWV) K.J..

Me dedOpEVEC, AOITIOV, OUTEC TIC
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Given the above possible fields
for the Media of Mass Communi-
cation to entangle effectively in
issues of Regional Development,
arises the question of whether the
Media can «serve» blighted or
underdeveloped areas. The answer
1s again, according to the author,
positive, with the notice that,
disregarding responsibility, at
present the relation is not without
problems and soon, with wise actions
by the entangled parties (Media and
Local Structure’s delegates), the
necessary measures should be taken
in the benefit of both and of course
the country.

Narrow political tl;inking,
carelessness, personal interests,
avoidance and transfer of responsi-
bility of the Latin style «guarda e
passa», postponement of policy
planning and the commencement of
effective measures, pose obstacles to
the general expectation for a better
«tomorrow», so much in view of the
dawn of the next millennium, as also
because humans by nature turn not
to the Declining Sun that soon sets,
but to the New one who rises amidst
the «rosefingered Heos» (Homer,
Odyssey ), since (Euripides,
Iphigenie in Avlis, line 1218) «it is

sweet, for Humans, to see the light».

duvatotnteg twv Méowv Malixng
Emuolvoviag va «epmhaxovv» amno-
teleopotivmg oe Bepata MegupepeLa-
NG AVATTTUENG, AVAXVITTEL TO EQMTY-
Lot EAV 0TIV TTQOXELUEVT) TEQLITTWON
elvall SuVATOV VO, YLVEL AOYOG TLEQL O)E-
OEWV «0TOQYNS» TOV MECWV TQOG V-
ofabopeveg, wilwg, meproyes. H a-
TAVTN O ELVAL, XATO TOV YQAPOVT,
ROL TTOMY ROTOQOTIXT), UE TNV ETTLOT-
LavoT), OTL avEEAQTNTWS VITALTLOTY-
TOG, TO Y€ VUV EXOV 1] G ECT) ELVAL «ITQO-
BAnuatinn» xoL TEETEL TAXEWS, UE
OWPQOVES eVEQYELES TV Epthexopue-
vov Mepwv, (Méowv xat Exmtpoon-
Twv Tov evotagegouevoy Tomxwv
AOUWV), VO ANEOOVY TO AVOYROLOL LE-
T0Q, €70 aYAO® AUPOTEQWY KAL TQW-
TLlotwe Tov Tomov.

Muxgomohitinég oxépelg, affertn-
ola, adLapoLa, HOYRATIoNOL TOV Adi-
VTIXOU TUTTOV «guarda e passa», LeTd-
®UALON EVOVVOV, avafoin xapaEng
VEWV TOMTIXMV KAl AVOPOA] ANYNG
eMAOYWV LETQWV, ATTAOOVY OTLG TTQOO-
dOKRLEC OMWV VL0 EVOL XOAALTEQO «OLV-
QLO», EV OYEL HOMOTA XAL THG YAQOV-
NG TOU ETEQYOUEVOU ALWVOG, TTOAA®
de parrov dedouevou, OtL oL AvBow-
7oL €€ OQUEUPUTOV GTQEWOVTUL, OL
npog Tov PHivovra "Hhov, mov dcov
oUW OVEL, ahha tpog Tov NEov, o o-
Tolog eMeABDOV AVATELLEL EV LECW
mEoiovong (ratd tov 'Opneov, P g
Odvooelag) «pododaxtilov» Hovg,
%0’ 600V (rata tov Evoutidony, Igt-
YEVeLa ev AULLOL, oTly. 1218) «ndv yae
AvOQOTOLOLY TO QwE AEVOOELV»
(Aevoow = PrEn®).



