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Between Debaters
or

The thinking after
acting characteristic
of Epimetheus and
not of Prometheus

By Prof. Const. GE.
ATHANASSOPOULOS

The Greek Mythology
includes the history of
Epimetheus, one of the four sons
of lapetos, King of the Titans,
who in contrast to his brother
Prometheus, was always
thinking after acting, therefore
his thoughts could not alter the
outcome of those decided that
had already happened. His
tactics (a personification of
thoughtlessness), led him to
ignore his brother’s advise
(Prometheus), consulting him to
be very cautious when opening
the pyxis (a box made by the tree
pyxos), the so-called wedding
present, sent by Zeus. So
Epimetheus with his wife’s
(Pandora) consent opened the
box thus spreading on Earth
every kind of disaster included in
it. According to Hesiod, Zeus
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(to oxénteoBal

€K T@V UOTEPWV)
EnipnBéwg épyov ov
ITpopnBéwg

Tou Kabnyntou Kwvor. CE.
AOANAZOINOYAOY

H vrégoyn EAMvixt MuBohoyia
TeQLAapPaveL 0TIg yupileooes OEATOUG
™S TV Wtopla Tov EmunBéwg, evog
EX TV TECTAQWV VLV TOV lametov,
Baothews twv Titavwv, 0 0T010g, avIL-
Oetwg mEog Tov adehpov Tov [lgoun-
O€a, EORETTETO TAVTOTE TEQL EVOC OE-
LOLTOG, 0LPOV OUWS AV TO 10N 1TO YEYO-
VOG, EMOUEVIG OL OREYPELS TOV QLVTEC
dev avetpenav ta ovvteleoOevta. H
TOXRTIHT) TOV AVTT), (TTQOOWITOLNOT THG
ATQOVONOLUS), TOV WONYNOE HOAOTO
OTO GYUELO V(L Y CUUHOQQPWOEL TTOG
TNV CUUPOVAY TOU GUVETOD AOEAPOV
tov [Tpoun0éwg va elval TQOOEXTIXOC,
otav Oa Mafet yapuniia dOn0ev dwoa o-
7O TOV AL KOL VU OVOLEEL £X TTEQLEQYEL-
Ag, CUVETLXLOVQOUUEVOG KOL ALTTO TNV
ovLuyo Tov [Mavdmea, TV arooTaieL-
0. 0" GVTOV VITO TOV ALOG TVELDA. (HY-
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invented this box as a
punishment to Prometheus, who
had stolen fire, one of the Gods’
treasures, to give it to mankind.

This reference to the legend
of Prometheus and Epimetheus,
Is intended to show the necessity
of the State’s intervention so as
to prevent the non desirable
situations rather than to cure
them after they have already
occured; something that is very
common up to date.

On the relative matter (and
quite indicative of course...) we
refer to the following two
Instances:

With the disproportionate
projection in relation to what
was bound to happen, the
Government has introduced by
Law the institution of the
«Citizen’s Advocate», not of
course an exact copy of
Obusman’s institution (as it is
the case elsewhere), but
properly «adjusted» to the
Greek reality. Despite the fact,
that this law is valid for around
six months now and despite the
fact that the appropriate
building, for the sheltering of the
relative Services, has been
rented, the «Advocate of the
Citizens» hasn’t been appointed
yet. The reasons for this delay
are not known, while the
problems caused by the
uncoordinated actions of the
Executives of the Public
Administration are increasing.

The European Union

tlo EK EUAOU - TOU 0EVOPOL - TTUEOL).
To AMOTEAEOUO NTAV VA dIAOKOPTII-
obei eni tn¢ 'n¢ mdoa cup@opd, mou
TEPIEIXETO aTNV &V AOyw muéida, t &-
TIVELOEL TOL A10¢, EKOIKNBEVTOC KOT’
auTo Tov TpoTo Tov Mpounbéa, o o-
moiog EKAePE dOAIwC, €K TOU oupavol
TO TUP, EVAV €K TWV BNOOLPWY TWV
OEwv, Kl TO HETEPEPE OTOLC AVOPW-
Tou¢, Katd Tov Hoiodol

H enikAnon tou pubou tou Mpoun-
B€w¢ Kol Tov EmiunB€éw¢ oTo mapov
KEiPEVO yiveTal yia va Katadelxbein
avaykn, 1o Kpato¢ va mpoAaufBavel
mopd va Bepamelel EK TWV LOTEPWVY HN
EMBLUNTEC KOTOOTACEIG, WG KOTA KO-
vova oupBaivel HEXPL TOVOE.

SXETIKWC (KOl OAWC EVOEIKTIKWG
Befaiwe...) avagépovtal ol €N xapa-
KTNPIOTIKEC OVO TIEPITTWOEIC:

Me pofoAr} ducavdaioyn o€ oxéon
UE O,TI EUEAAE va cuuPei, n KuBépvnaon
dla vOPOU glonyaye and €Touc Tov Be-
OMO TOU «ZLVNyopou Tou MMoAitou,
ouYi BePaing KB’ eIKOVA KOl OUOIW-
alv Tou Beapol Tou Ombusman (0MwG
auTog 1oXVEL OAAOXOUL), OAAG «TIPO-

t CApUOOHUEVO» JEOVTWC EIC TA KOB’ Nn-

MAC EAANVIKG péTpa. Mapa To yeyo-
VOC, 0TI 0 VOPOG aUTAC 1oXVEL Ao €€a-
MVOUL TEPITOUL KOl TTOPA TO YEYOVOC,
OTIL KA1 TO KOTAAANAO KTAPILO yia TNV
O0Téyoon TwV OXETIKOV YTNPECIWVY E-
XEl EVOIKIAOBEL, OV €XEl aKOUN Olopl-

1. AAG p v e€andtnoev e0¢ maig lame-
TOI0 KAEYOC AKOUATOIO0 TTUPAC TNAECKOTIOV
OLYNV €V KOIAW VAPANKI, OEKEV OE € VEIOPL
Buuov, Znv vPiBpepétny... (Haiodog, O¢o-
yovia, 565).
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finances (rather generously...)
Programs on Professional
Training for the Unemployed
and especially for young people,
at the responsibility of the
Agencies in charge of these
matters in the Member States,
having as their ultimate goal to
make those people capable to re-
enter to the productive process,
to get informed of the new
technologies and techniques
available and to get a part time
Jjob etc.

Concerning the latter, it must
be noted, that part time
occupation holds a 9% of the
total of the Workforce in
Greece, while in Italy for the
same category the percentage is
7%, in Luxembourg 8%, in
Denmark 21%, in Sweden 23%,
in the UK 24 % and in Holland
38%.

In order to deal with the
problem (and not having only as
a purpose to «converge» our
percentage to the average of the
E.U. which is 16%) a number of
measures should be taken
immediately, many of which
(usually financed by the E.U.)
are already are applied in other
Member States of the E.U. We
indicatively refer to two
Countries: Denmark and Italy.

In Denmark, young people
between 18 and 25 with no
formal qualifications are obliged
to undergo 18 months of Special
Training Programs so as to get
ready for the job market. After

00l «Zvviyopog tov IMokitov»... Ou
ALOYOL TNG RAOVOTEQNONG GyVOOUVTAL,
£V TO TQOPANUALTA EX TNG U1 CUVVO-
MG 80aong ZTENEX WV TIVOV TNG ANUO-
olag Aloixnong molhamhacdovral.

H Evownaixn "Evoon yonuatodo-
TeL (o pahhov ageldwg...) Mooyoay-
pato Exayyelpatiung Kataptiong
AveQywv, NEWV .., LEQLUVEL TWV O.Q-
wodlwv Agymv twv Xwowv Melmv
NG, LE OTTMTEQO O%OTO oL AvOQWITOoL
AUTOL VO ETAVEVTAYOOUV 0TIV TOQO.-
YWY dLodiraoia, va evuegwBovv
O€ VEEG TEYVIXEG, VA ATAOYOANO0VV
ueowme %.A.. Emi tov tehgvtaiov m.y.
OTOLYELOV ONUELWVETAL, OTL 1) LEQUKT] O
nacyoAnon (LLwg VEwv AvOQmITwV)
AVEQYETAL 0TO 5% TOV GUVOLOV TWV
Anooyohovpevav oty EAada eva-
viL 7% g [takiag, 8% tov AovEep-
Bovgyov, 21% tng Aaviag, 23% tng
Zoundiag, 24% tov Hvwpevov Baot-
Aetov xal 38% e OMavdilag.

[1QOGg AVTLHET®TLON AV TOV TOV
(PALVOUEVOUL ONLOT TOV LUXQOV TOCO-
OTOV UEQLRME ATTOTYOMOVUEVWV (ROLL
Ol LOVOV YLt AOYOUG «GUYXALONG» TOU
TOCOOTOV HAG TTQOE TOV HECO 0Q0 16%
s E.E.) mpémel va AngOel oelpd pue-
TOWV, TOAA TV oTolwV NN (Yenuo-
todotovpeva vo ¢ E.E. cuvnbwg)
epaepuotovrol o alleg Xwoeg Mely
™ E.E. AvagEéovtal evOeRTIROG
dvo Xweeg: 1 Aavia xoum [tahia.

Ztnv Aavia oL AVELDIXEVTOL VEOL 1)-
AMxiog 18 Ewg nat 25 etV elvon vro-
YOEWUEVOL VAL TAQAXOAOVON GOV ELOL-
»0 Exmaidevtiva IMooyodpuata
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the completion of those
Programs they are placed in part
time jobs either partially
subsidized by the State or
offered by Private firms and
Local Governments. These
Programs have contributed to a
major reduction of
unembloyment among the
young people: from 62,000 in
1993 it has fallen to 20,000 during
the year 1997.

In Italy, the Government
based on the Law (L. 608/1996)
offers a financial aid of $ 30,000
to young people over the age of
18 who wish to start their own
business, especially in the
southern poor regions of the
Country. Forty thousand people
have already requested these so
called «loans of honor», despite
the prevailing belief among the
Italian people that the ideal job
Is a secure position (posto fisso).

The above data indicates the
necessity to take immediate,
effective measures, for the
control of the undesirable «side
effects» of the Public
Administration as well as for the
reduction of the percentages of
Unemployment, especially
during a period of an
unfavorable international
climate.

The Greek Legend of
Prometheus and Epimetheus is
extremely educational in this
case with whatever results out
of it....
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JIAPKEIAC OEKO OKTW PNVWV Yid va
MPOETOIYAC B0V YO TNV ayopd epya-
oiag. METd TNV OAOKANPWAN AUTWV
Twv Mpoypapudtwyv ToToBETOLVTAL
o€ BEOEIC €iTE PEPIKIC OMAOXOANONC €-
MO0TOVPEVEC LTIO Tou KpdAToug, €ite
TPOCQPEPOPEVEC UTIO IOIWTIKWV ETIXEL-
PROEWV KOl TOTIKWOV AOPWV. Td €V AO-
yw Mpoypapuata €xouv 0dnNyNoEl o
heiwon TNC avepyiag Twv VEwv: £T10C
1993: dvepyot 62.000, £€tog 1997: avep-
yot 20.000.

>1nv ltaAia n KuBépvnaon Bdaoel
vopou (N. 608/1996) mpoo@EPEL OIKO-
VOUIKH evioxuan 30.000 d0AA. o€ vEoug
Avw TV 18 ETWV, o1 oToiol EMIBLHYOLV
Va EpyacBolv w¢ EAEVBEPOL ETIXELPN-
MOTIEC, 10i0C¢ OTIC VOTIEC TTWYXEC TIEPIO-
X€C TNC Xwpoag. 'Hon, 40.000 véol é-
XOUV LTTOBAAAEL AITFOEIC VIO TO €V AO-
YW «OAVELN TIPNC», TAPA TNV YEVIKWC
KpatoOoo avtiAnyn, 0t n mAEov 160-
VIKE] epyaaia ival n «aiyoupn Béon»
(posto fisso) - n e&nptnuévn Béan ep-
yooiog-.

Ta avoa@epBEvTa atolxeia didouv,
€€ AAANC TAELPAC, TO PETPOV TOU KATE-
MEiyovToC TOL MPAYUOTOC VIO TNV ApE-
on AN HETPWV AUGITEAWV KAl OTOTE-
AECUOTIKWY, TOCO YIO TNV TEPICTOAN
un €MIBLUNTWVY TOPEVEPYEIWVY EV TW
XWPW TN¢ Anudoiag Aloiknong, 600
KOLY1O TNV Peiwaon TG avepyiag, ev pé-
Ow YAAIOTO KOKIC, 01EBVOUC GUYKU-
piac.

O €AANVIKOC puBo¢ tou Mpounobé-
WC KOLTOU EMiunBéwc ival ev mpoKel-
pévN) €€0XWC O10AKTIKOC, PE O,TL AUTO
OUVEPEAKETAL...



