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In contrast with rational planning of industrial cities, in semi-periphery a
different social contract defined the urban contexture by the predominance of
spatial self-regulation, while planning was materialized by illustrating forms,
mainly on the city centres.

During the post-industrial era, the decline of productive role of cities, leads
worldwide to the recession of urban rationalisation, for a strategic planning,
focused in a high degree to the urban image mainly of centres, seeking to
increase the attractiveness of cities towards the global post-industrial
economy.

This global post-industrial urban experience and its approaches helps to a
wider understanding of the nature of illustrating urban design of Athens: the
tracking across the time of its urban evolution, confirms not only its semi-
peripheral contexture, but also that the strategic use of illustrating urban
design by the state and the capital, for the increase of attractiveness of cities
to the international economy is not a recent practice.

As appears in the attached table, the illustrating urban design in Athens is
linked exclusively with the times of economic extroversion that depend from
the rising phases of international economy, seeking to increase the
attractiveness and competitiveness of capital-city in the international market

As the “fund capital” of Greek independence, was the classical heritage,
the election of Athens as capital-city was the first step of its planning; classical
heritage was the major element, of its urban design which illustrated the
national ideology, through the dipole of “classical Greece and European
progress”. Thus modern Athens became since then the “common place”
between Greece and Western world and this property was permanently
embedded to the image of its city core.

So, every time that the rise of international economy creates in Greece
expectations of profits, rekindling the economic extroversion, then the
illustrating urban design in Athens, achieved by impressive effectiveness by
the state and ruling class, undertakes the mission to feature this ideological
dipole with a dual target:

o To the abroad, expressing the bonds and the commitment of country to the
international economy, creating simultaneously the conditions of attracting
investments and its representatives or carriers, seeking for the Greek capital-
city, a role in the international economy.

oTo Greece, combining different interrelated ideological, legitimising and
developmental objectives, accordingly time and place: (a)the proliferation of
the predominant national ideology (b)the propagation of the social values of
dominant socio-economic components (c)the increase of the Athens’
attractiveness for working people, attempting a local illustration and
condensation of progress and (d)the direction of development in special
urban areas.
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The essential similarities of post-industrial planning in Athens -witch
appears inspired by recent international approaches and practices- with
comparative previous experiences of the city, shows that illustrating urban
design, keeps to sub serve the same historical needs of economic
extroversion, leading as well to a presumption: foretime’s modern narratives
were promised the convergence of planning of semi-peripheral countries with
the rational planning of developed world, but maybe finally the direction of this
convergence is in the opposite sense.
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